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Order of succession for a Hindu - Male
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Class I Heirs (if any) 

will take the property 

in exclusion to all 

others 

01
If there is no Class II 

heir, then Agnates shall 

take the property in 

exclusion to all others 

03
If there is no such heir 

as specified above, 

the property shall 

devolve upon the 

Government. 

05

If there is no Class I heir, 

then Class II heirs shall 

take the property in 

exclusion to all others

02
If there is no Agnate, 

then Cognates shall 

take the property

04

The distribution within each class shall take place according to the rules mentioned against each class. 



Class I heirs
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Son Daughter

Mother

Widow

Son Daughter

Widow

Son Daughter

Daughter **

Son Daughter

Widow

Deceased 

male

Daughter **

Son **

Daughter **

** Prior to an amendment in 2005, the specified heirs were present only in Class II list.  However, in 2005, they were introduced in Class I heirs list, but were not 

removed from Class II list. A representation was made by the Law Commission of India to rectify this error by deleting the said heirs from Class II list but there is 

no update yet. 



Rules for distribution among Class I heirs (1/3)
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The intestate’s widow, or if there are 

more widows than one, all the widows 

together, shall take one share.

The surviving sons and daughters and 

the mother of the intestate shall each take 

one share.
Son (1/4)

Daughter 

(1/4)

Mother 

(1/4)

Widow 

(1/4)

Deceased 

Male
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Rules for distribution among Class I heirs (2/3)

The heirs in the branch of each pre-deceased son or each pre-deceased daughter of the intestate shall take between them 

one share. In other words, the sub-family / sub-branch would enjoy one share (overall) among them.  

Heir is pre-deceased (i.e., to have died before the death of the concerned male) - the distribution will be made to their heirs. 

Son 

(1/12)

Daughter 

(1/12)

Widow 

(1/12)

Son (1/8)
Daughter 

(1/8)

Deceased 

Male

Mother 

(1/4)

Widow 

(1/4)
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Rules for distribution among Class I heirs (3/3)

i. Among the heirs in the branch of the pre-

deceased son shall be so made that his widow 

(or widows together) and the surviving sons 

and daughters get equal portions; and the 

branch of his pre-deceased sons gets the 

same portion.

The distribution of the share referred in Rule 3:

ii. Among the heirs in the branch of the pre-

deceased daughter shall be so made that the 

surviving sons and daughters get equal 

portions. 

Heir is pre-deceased (i.e., to have died before the death of 

the concerned male). The distribution will be made to their heirs. 

How does the distribution take place according to the 

Rule to daughter of the predeceased daughter of the 

predeceased son or the daughter of the predeceased 

son of predeceased daughter etc. (i.e., the heirs that 

were added to Class I list in 2005)?  

Widow 

(1/36)

Widow 

(1/12)

Son 

(1/36)

Daughter 

(1/36)

Deceased 

Male

Daughter 

(1/12)
Daughter 

(1/8)

Son 

(1/8)

Mother 

(1/4)

Widow 

(1/4)



Class II heirs and its rules for distribution
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Rule: Under Class II, those in first entry (i.e., father etc. ) are preferred to those in second entry; those in second entry shall be preferred to 

those in third entry and so on.  In case there are more than one heir in one entry, then the property shall be divided between those heirs equally.

Son Daughter

Deceased 

Male

Father

SisterBrother

Son

Widow

Son Daughter

FatherMother 

Daughter

Brother

Widow

Sister

FatherMother 

Brother

Sister

Son Daughter Son Daughter
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Color mapping of order of 

distribution

Not covered in class II Heirs

Repeated in Class I and Class II



Q & A
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21

Q1. Whether a widow, who 

subsequently remarries, 

would be eligible to receive a 

share in the property of the 

deceased husband ?

Ans: Yes. The widow would 

still be eligible to receive her 

share in the succession 

even if she subsequently 

remarries.

Q2. Whether step-brother or 

sister of the heirs will be 

eligible to receive share in 

property of deceased relative?

Ans: Yes.  However, brother or 

sister by uterine blood (when 

they are descended from a 

common mother but by 

different husbands) are not 

included. 

3

Q3. A Hindu male dies intestate and 

leaves behind his 2 brothers, 3 sisters 

and his mother’s parents.  How will the 

distribution take place in such a case ?

Ans: The said case would be 

governed by Class II distribution rules 

since none of the Class I heirs are 

alive.  Each of his siblings would get a 

one-fifth share to the exclusion of his 

maternal grandparents. 
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